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USEEC 


MEXICO FOR LABAIT: PLEASE PASS SUBSTANCE TO AFl-CIO DELEGATION 

E.O. 12D6S: X0S-4 A/13/00 (CH API I N, MAXWELL) OR -ft 
TAGS: ELA8 CHUM I CP 10 110 AR 

SUBJECT: ilj> NEW SHIFTS IN ARGENTINE TRADE UNION FACTIOUS: NIGUEL 
FREE BUT STRIPPED OF CIVIL RIGHTS 
* 

REF: BUENOS AIRES 2S39 


ENTIRE TEXT. 


2. SUMMARY: THE GOA IS ENGAGED IN PUILING OFF ANOTHER 
COUP WITHIN T (IE LABOR MOVME NT, lUOUCIIlG MOPE RATE LEADERS 
yTO REORGANIZE I He ' ^HUV 1 .11 ijlJ.TL ' l/yjaku MiQUN AS COHDUCCIO» ~ 
UNICA Dfc i HAUajApW. 1 - E AH Gt /) ( ) HA IL iCU'-l! J O THE EXCIUS.'OM 
OF HARDLINE PEKOIHST MILITANTS. AHT I VEST ICAL I STS MID 
INDEPENDENT UNION ELEMENTS UH I CH REMfUHEO OUTSIOE Of CUTA 
ARE COOPERATING IN THIS PI AN, ALONG WITH THE ■‘CUT" FACTION 
OF CUTA. AN APPARENT OBJECTIVE IS TO GET A RELATIVELY 
MALLEABLE WORKER DELEGATION TO ATTEND HIE UPCOMING 
INTERNATIONAL LABOR CONFERENCE. THIS MANEUVER HAS SPLIT 
CUTA AND THERE ARE NOW TWO RIVAL ARGENTINE LA8QR DELEGA- 
TIONS ATTENDING THE OR 1 T CONFERENCE IN MEXICO - INEVITABLY 
CAUSING SLIPPAGE IN OUR OR 1 E AFFILIATION EXPECTATIONS MEAN- 
WHILE, EX-LABOR CAPO L ORENZO, MIGU EL HAS F INALLY BEEN RELEASED 
FROM HQIIS1 ARREST STATU - !! aHil(MwT'!ir aLHAi US UPPER THE 
ACT OF INSTITUTIONAL RESPONSIBILITY AND DEPRIVED OF HIS 
CIVIL RIGHTS. HOW ACTIVE MICHEL WILL SEC CUE nl>D 
WHETHER HI- FREEDOM UHL fvCHfUuUY MAKE a DIFFERENCE HI 
THE trade UNION t ON A 1 1 ON REMAINS TO BE SEEN. THE TERMS 
OF HIS RELEASE MAKE CLEhR THAT HE IS EXPECTED TQKEEP 
OUT OF POLITICAL A||0 TRaOE UNION BUSINESS AND HE PR0B»6LY 
WILL KEEP HIS HOSE CL E aRII- - A T LEaST FOR AN INITIAL 
PERIOD, i WE UNDERSTAND HE NAY BE CONTEMPLATING A TRIP 
aenoAO.T BUT AC THE ROUSING HERO’S WELCOME FOR HIM IN 
HIS LOCAL NEIGHBORHOOD SUGGESTS, A HUGE CHUNK OF THE 
PERONI ST MOVEMENT NOW REGARDS HIM AS ^TPElR CAIJOIUO 
AND WE BELIEVE THAT PE RON 1ST LABOR RESISTANCE TO GOA 
PLANS IS BOUND TO INCREASE. 
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SINDICAl PERONiSTA (MSP), OR EX-COMMITTEE OF 25. AlFl 
REPRESENTATIVE TOfififS-i A20' S MFE 7 IMG WITH THE CUTA INTE 
NATIONAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE TO INFORM THEM OF AFL-CIO 
PRESIDENT KIRKLAND'S INVITATION TO MEET WITH 
HI « IN CUERNAVACA SLOWEO OOW II THE CENTRIFUGAL PROCESS ONLY 

4. IT IS PROBABLY THE CNI WHICH BEARS THE GREATER 
RESPONSIBILITY FOR HAVING PRECIPITATED THE SPLIT AND WE 
BELIEVE THAT Wf SEE THE GOVERNMENT'S HAND BEHIND THAT 
MANEUVER, BUT IKE MSP HAD JUST ABOUT EXHAUSTED ITS 
INTEREST IN MAINTAINING THE CUTA FACADE AS WELL. BEHIND 
THIS NOVE. WE THINK, IS THE MINISTRY Of LABOR'S PEREN- 
M I AL INTEREST III HAVING AN ARGENTINE WORKER DELEGATION 
PRESENT AT I HE I L 0 CONFERE NCE IN GENEVA IN JUNE IN OROER 

- to salve i aa-soam as, 

MODERATE BUT ALSO AS REPRESENT AT I VE AS POSSIBLE. A 
CLOSELY RELATED AIM IS TO SPU f THE MSP, ISOLATING Th£ ' 

ANTI -0VERMME1IT PERCHIST "0UR03" E. G. GARCIA, THE CL A T - 
ORIENTED 01 CM. AUTOWORKER LEADER RODRIGUEZ, ETC. TAKING 
ADVANTAGE Of THE NATURAL INTEREST OF THE ARGENTINE TRADE 
UNION LEADERS TO ATTEND THE GENEVA CONFERENCE IN ORDER 
TO KEEP THEIR HANES IN PRINT AND THEIR FUTURE LEADERSHIP 
PROSPECTS ALIVE , L neOR UNDERSECRETARY ROJAS. WE BELIEVE 
HAS SUBTLY ORCHESTRATED A SERIES OF TRADE UNIOHMEET INGS . 
\lTH_ THE A in OFREORGANIllliG TIIC Of F 1C I ALL COON I IEO 

NATIONAL UNION BOARD AROUiJQ THREE BASIC POLES: I fl) THE 
_CNT ■ . JIT ) THE S.OROUP OF 20" ANT I VERT ICAL LSTS_AjlD INDEPENDENTS 
fSCD.-L WORKER KrtCCHINT, NOOQt EHCAQ 0 1 gARRtONUEVO, RA It - 
WAY ENGINEER LEADER E T?nt -.-H, 1 L\ L. P WmTTh HnO PURPOSEFULLY 
REFUSED TO JOIN CUTA FROM THE START Ifl OROER NOT TO SPEND 
ITSELF III TUTU E CONFLICT WITH HIE GOVERNMENT; AND (Cl ANY •' 
ELEMENTS OF THE MSP WHICH MIGHT 8E WILLING TO CO ALONG 
WITH THE GOVERNMENT'S GAME. IN OTHER WORDS, ALMOST A 
CARBON COPY Of LAST YEAR'S PERFORMANCE WHEN, UHOEK’GOA f 

URGING, THE CNI AND GROUP OF 20 IUKMFO THEIR 8 A CHS j 

ON THE "25" LEADERS THEN III JAIL AND WENT OFF TO ATTEND \ 

THE GENEVA CONFERENCE (SEE 79 BUENOS AIRES 40901. 

5. POSTAL WORKER LEADER BAIDASS1MI (PROTECT! HaS CON- 
FIDED tO AlfLO REPRESENTATIVE TORRES-LAZO THAT THE 
NEE f INGS A WEEK AGO BETWEEN THE LABOR Miff I S TER AND SELECTED 
UNION LEADERS WAS DESIGNED iO SET THE STATE GOR A REO- 
ouest from carefully selected labor leaoess for goa permission 


ARGENTINA PROJECT (S 20 (XX) 0 G 44 ; 
U-S- dept. OF STATE, A/RPS/IPS 
Margaret P. Gra/dd, Director 
(J$ Release ( ) Excise ( ) Deny 
ExemptionCs):. 



tertr. 




Dedassi fy: ( ) in Part (Y) In Full 

(, ) Classify as __ ( ) Extend as _ ( } Downgrade to, 

0316 Declassify on Reason 


3. THE SPLIT IN CUTA HAS WIDENED SINCE OUR LAST REPORT 
LREF TEL) - AS THE US TRaOE UNION DELEGATION TO THE OR 1 f 
CONFERENCE Ifl MEXICO IS ALREADY aware, there are for all 
INTENTS AND PURPOSES TWO ARGENTINE TRADE UNION DELEGATION 
NOW IN CUERNAVACA: (A) NAVAL ELECTRICIAN VENTURI III, 

TELEPHONE WORKER PERRONE, AflO LEATHER WORKER AVELINO 
FERNANDEZ FOR Trt£ "MOOERA fE uOiKSiOM NAGfOAKL UE fKSBAJO 
tCNT) ; ANO IS) GARCIA iEX-TAXI LEAOERI , MILL AN (GLASS 
EMPLOYEES!, AND PEREZ (TRUCKERS) FOR THE MOVIIENTO 
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TO HOLD A PIEWWI TO DISCUSS --NOT 'JOB HE ft 
GRIEVANCES OVER PAGES, THE TRADE UNION AHO PROJECTED 
SOCIAL PROJECTS LEGISLATION AHO RECENT FACTORY DISMISSALS 
--BUT RATHER TO NAME A WORKER DELEGATION TO THE INTER- 
NATIONAL LABOR CONFERENCE HI 111 ACCORDANCE WITH THE 
PREARRANGED PLAN, THE MINISTRY HAS NOW WINKED BACK THmT SUCH 
A PLENUM WOULD BE "aCCEPTASLE", 3uT THE CATE HAS HOT 
SEEN DEFINITELY FIXED. ACCORDING TO SAL DASSINI, THE PLENUM'S BASIC 
PURPOSE IS TO RESTRUCTURE THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF 
CUTA till TH THE IIAFEUP Of THE 110 WORKER DELEGATION 
REFLECTING I Ha I NEW REALITY). 1HE PLENUM WILL ALSO CONFIRM 
LOCAL METAL WORKER ACTING SECRETARY MARCOS AS CUTS' 3 
DESIGNATE TO THE ICFTU BOARO. AS A PLACEBO FOR TORRES- 
LAZO AHO THE AfL CIO, OnUJrtSSTMl THREW IN Tll( PROMISE 
THAT WHEW THE DELEGATION GETS TO GENEVA II Will FORIIAIIY 
REOUEST AFFILIATION WITH Oft 1 1, (--THUS OaSIIIHG HOPES THAT THE 
MARRIAGE CERT IF I SATE WILL BL SIGHED IN COaKNAVKCAl. 


G. ONE OF THE IMPLICATIONS BEHIND THIS GAME PLAN IS 
THAT THE CHI, El I HER OH ITS OWN OR UNOER INSTRUCTIONS 
FROM ThE GOVERNMENT, HAS OECIOEO TO DOWNGRADE THE 
CUERNAVACA MCE N«G. THIS IS £ VIDE (I I FROM THE PACT THAT 
NOME OF THE FlftS'-UwE C«T LEADERS WERE SELECTED 10 GO 
TO THE OR IT CONf'RENCE. UNDOUBTEDLY THEY HAVE GOOD 
REASON. THERE aKf BIGGER FISH TO FRY FOR THEM III BUENOS 
AIRES THIS WEEK, SINCE LISTS OF CAUOIOATES ARE BEING 
DRAWN UP FOR THE GENEVA WORKER DELEGATION.' ALSO, 

BALD ASS I MI'S UH I till HAS AN ANNUAL MEETING THIS WEEK. 
HOWEVER, WE ALSO SUSPECT THAT THEY DIO HOT WISH TO BE - 
CODE INVOLVED IN THE Tft;iDE UNION SIGHTS DISCUSSIONS IN 
CUERNAVACA, AS THIS WOULD HAVE PREJUDICED THE I K UNDER- 
STANDING WITH THE GOVERNMENT. 
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EVER, HE ADDED, UlTHOUT SPECIFICALLY REFERRING TO MIGUEL'S CASE, 
'THERE MAY BE INDIVIDUAL S WHO HAVE RECOVERED THE if? UBERTY, 

BUT. PERHAPS HAVE THREE OR FOUR (OTHER) TYPES Of .PE NAL TIES TO 
PAY WHICH ARE OF A SECRET CHARACTER'--PRESUMABLY A REFERENCE 
TO THE CONTINUING PROHIBITION AGAINST MIGUEL'S EXERCISE 
OF HIS CIVIL RIGHTS. 

3. so far the government has run rings around the 

ARGENTINE TRADE UNION LEADERS and HOST OF THEM HAVE BEEN 
WILLING TO JUMP THROUGH THE HOOPS IN ORDER TO RAMIN 
THEIR POSITIONS. AT THIS POINT IT SEEMS FAIRLY CERTAIN 
THAT A WORKER DELEGATION WILL 8E FIELDED 10 GENEVA, AL- 
THOUGH SOME SLIPPAGE IN THE DATE SEEMS TO HAVE TAKEN PLACE FOR 
HOLDING THE PLENUM IN WHICH THE GAME PLAN WAS TO HAVE 
BEEN ORCHESTRATED. TTHE ULTIMATE IMPACT WHICH MIGUEL'S 
RELEASE WILL HAVE ON THE MOVEMENT REMAINS TO BE SEEN. 

SOURCES ASSERT THAT NO DEAL WAS MACE WITH THE GOVERNMENT 
AND INDEED THE FACT THAT HE RAH AIMS STRIPPED OF H 13 
RIGHTS SUGGESTS THAT THIS N»Y BE SO. WE UNDERSTAND 
FROM HIS LIEUTENANTS THAT HE INTENDS TO PROCEED VERY 
SLOWLY, TAKING HIS FAMILY AWAY FOR A VACATION IN THE 
MOUNTAINS AND POSSIBLY EVEN MAKING A TRIP ABROAD. THE 
GOVERNMENT CaLLS MIGUEL A THUG UNO STORIES ABOUND ABOUT 
HUGE GRAFT AflO CORRUPTION IN HIXWION, MASSIVE ARMIES 
OF PRIVATE BODYGUARDS AUO POSSIBLY EVEN AN ASSASSINATION 
HERE OH THERE, BUT THE FACT OF THE MATTER IS THAT THE 
GOVERNMENT HAS HOT BEEN ABLE TO PROVE ONE IOTA OF THE 
CHARGES AGAINST HIM AND HAS RELEASED HIM. WE DO HOT 
KNOW EXACTLl WHY AS YET. PERHAPS INTERNATIONAL PNESCUHE 
INCLUDING THAT OF THE VATICAN PLAYED A ROLE. BUT AS THE' 

PUBLICITY SURROUNDING HIS FESTIVE THREE HOUR WALK THROUGH : 

HIS BARRIO YESTERDAY SUGGESTS, THE PEROHISTS FINALLY 

HAVE A CAUDU1D Dll THE STREETS AGAIN AND THE MOOD OVER THE LONG 

RUN IN WHAT WE THINK ARE THE MAJOR ELEMENTS OF IH«H 

MOVEMENT WIU OE I liCflt AS I HGL Y THAT OF OUlUSKD OPPOSITION TO Tilt 

GOVERNMENT. 

3. WE WOUlO APPRECIATE a REPORT FROM MEXICO ON THE 
RESULTS OF THE ARGENTINE PARTICIPATION IN CUERNAVACA, 

INCLUDING THE MEETING WITH AFL -CIO PRESIDENT 
HI Ml LAND. 

CASTRO 


7. BUT NOW THERE IS A NEW FACTOR TO ASSESS. FORMER 
METALWORKER AHO /.‘-ORGANIZATION: BOSS LORENZO MIGUEL'S 
HOUSE .ARREST STUDS WAS L IFTEQ i T J AM APRIL IT- FOLLOW- 
ING A JDIITA DEC i HON MUCH NEVERTHELESS STIPULATED THaT 
HE WAS STILL UIL-.UOEO UNDER THE TERMS OF THE ACT OF 
INSTITUTIONAL RESPONSIBILITY AHO THEREFORE WOULD CONTINUE 
TO BE OEPRIVEO 0- HI S CIVIL RIGHTS. (FORMER CONSTRUCTION 
UORKE.ft LEADER RO'iEL 1 0 PAPAGNO WAS ALSO RELIEVEO Of 
CONDITIONAL LIBERTY STATUS. I IN ANNOUNCING THIS ACTION 
THE JUNTA 010 NOT PUBLICLY EXPLAIN THE REASON ItlG SEHtNO 
ITS DECISION TO RELEASE NIGUEL, OR ITS JUST I F I CAT I ON FOR 
KEEPING HIM UNDER the aCT. HOWEVER. JUNTA MEMBER (AIR FORCE 
COMMANDER) GENERAL GRAFF IGIIA, IN A PUBLIC CEREMONY APRIL 1G. 
STATED THAI THE I NST I TUT I Otlfll ACT' Of JUNE 1 9 7 (, PROVIDED FOR 
VARIOUS TYPES CF PENAL TIES F OH J7 PERSONS "WHO HAD DONE 

great damage to the republic." saio graff igna : -as the 
PERSONS INCLUDED UNDER THESE DECREES SERVE OUT THE TERMS 
ORDERED BY THE JUMTm, THEY WILL BE TAKEN OFF THE ACT." KCW- 
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